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Press release no. 7/2015

Agricultural machinery: Mediterranean area market growing

A Nomisma/FederUnacoma market survey on tractors and implements in the countries around the Mediterranean region was presented at Agrilevante. Agricultural machinery imports showed net growth in 2014 and the first half of 2015. The Italian industry is playing a leading role in market shares in a number of companies but imports from such emerging countries as China and India are carrying increasing weight. 

The agricultural economies and demand for tractors and other agricultural machinery for crop operations in the Mediterranean area are strongly recovering. Following the international financial and economic crisis begun in 2008 and worsened by 2010 with political and military tensions associated by the Arab Spring, the vast area ranging from South Europe, the Balkans, the Middle East and North Africa is showing growth and promising business opportunities, especially for the Italian industries.  

The most recent data, which derive from a survey conducted by Nomisma and FederUnacoma, were unveiled this morning in Bari with the opening of the Agrilevante international exposition and point to recovery in agriculture resulting in growing demand for highly specific machinery and equipment in all the major countries. 

Tractor imports climbed 31% in Algeria in 2014 and by another 18% in the first six months of 2015; in Egypt, tractor imports surged by 26% in 2014 and another 33% in the first half of the current year; Turkey reported a great 48% increase for the six months in 2014 while the value of Iran’s imports leaped fourfold, from $ 5 to $ 21 million in the first eight months of the year. Positive dynamics are also recorded for Tunisia, Morocco, Israel and Spain where good results have also been turned in not only for tractors but by other types of machinery and equipment as well. 

Speaking at the Agrilevante opening press conference, the president of FederUnacoma, the Italian Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers Federation, Massimo Goldoni, affirmed that Italy is playing a front rank role in this scenario with a favorable geographic location, but especially for the quality and the breadth of the ranges of the machinery and equipment produced in the country’s industrial districts. Already today Italy is the leading exporter of tractors to Morocco, holding 40% of the market, Tunisia, with 45% of the market, and Israel, 29% of the market, and the second exporter to Turkey, 22% of the market, and Spain, 26% of the market. 

Goldoni went on to declare that the Italian industry is capable of satisfying the growing demand for technologies in the Mediterranean region but must prevail – with marketing strategies and communications capable of conveying the values of Made in Italy quality – and challenge the rise of emerging industrial systems, especially those of China and India, countries which are rapidly penetrating the Mediterranean markets and various countries such as Egypt, Iran, Turkey, Morocco and also Spain, and now reaching top place with substantial market shares.  

Bari, October 15, 2015
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